AUTHOR'S PREFACE

THE object of this examination of white zinc is not to
revive polemical discussions now extinct in France owing"
to the passing- of the Act interdicting, in France, the use
of white lead in all paintwork in buildings.
This treatise must not be taken for anything but what it
really is, namely (i) a practical and scientific guide to the
judicious use of white zinc ; (2) a sketch of its fluctuating
history ; and more especially (3) as complete an exposition
as possible of the indispensable technical knowledge
required by practical men to understand this white pig-
ment well, so as to be able to demand of it all it is capable
of doing, and not to require of it what it cannot do.
There is no need to fear double dealing in the Author's
developments ; his explanations are always sincere and
clearly expressed. Likewise, no one will find under his
pen any form of advertisement, for it is as a practical
and not as a commercial man that he writes.
On the other hand, if some of his colleagues who have
read his other books on paint think they ought to be
astonished, and to ask why he now poses as the diffuser
of scientific knowledge on the use of white zinc, he replies
that therein lies a legal necessity ; and whatever may